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The Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute Week  
 

 

Over the past 25 years, agricultural research and development continues to be a fundamental 

instrument in agriculture for sustainable development and poverty reduction. 

 

The Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI), marks its 35 years in the 

field of agricultural research and development in the Caribbean and in promoting agriculture as a 

strong option for spurring growth, overcoming poverty and enhancing food security.   

 

CARDI sees a greater role for science, technology and innovation in the conceptualization of the 

work in research and development.  It recognises that productivity must be increased in the Region 

because of (a) the limited land space in island member countries of CARDI (b) the global realization 

that the rate of demand for food is outstripping the rate of increase in food production. 

 

In keeping with CARDI mission statement, to serve the agricultural research and development needs 

of the Member States of the Caribbean, a week of activities will be held between May 2 and 6, 2011 

at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Port of Spain, Trinidad.  The activities will include a Research and 

Development Coordination Regional Workshop; the Public Lecture – Towards food, nutrition and 

security; and an Agricultural Research and Development Exhibition which will close with the CARDI 

Board of Directors meeting. 

 

 

The background of the activities is listed hereunder: 

 

Research and Development Coordination Regional Workshop - May 2 and 3, 2011 

 

CARICOM’s agricultural development is being driven by the Jagdeo Initiative, so called because the 

initiative was developed under the leadership of President Bharat Jagdeo of Guyana. There are nine 

key binding constraints identified by the Initiative and the development of the agricultural sector is 

based on the removal of these constraints. 

 

One of the nine constraints is “Inadequate Research and Development”. Across the Region, the 

ministries of agriculture and various agencies and institutions have programmes for agricultural 

research and development (R&D). CARDI, as the only regional agricultural institution identified in 

the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas (Chapter 12) has been mandated as the lead institution to co-

ordinate the actions in the regional agenda on agricultural R&D that would lead to the alleviation of 

the constraint of “Inadequate Research and Development  

 

This workshop will bring together senior officials from all ministries with responsibility for 

agriculture and food production; also invited are regional universities with agriculture programmes 

and regional and international institutes who are working in agriculture in the Region. 

 

The workshop will determine current and planned R&D work, areas of overlapping and gaps which 

need to be filled. 

 

 

CARIBBEAN AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE 
P.O. Bag 212, University Campus, St Augustine, Trinidad, W. I. 

Tel: 868-645-1205/7, 3573, 8120, 8121 Fax: 868-645-1208 Email: executive@cardi.org 



 

2 

 

Public Lecture - May 4, 2011 
 

As part of its efforts to inform the public CARDI holds public lectures on topics of importance to the 

development of the agricultural and rural sectors. The lectures are delivered by distinguished regional 

and international speakers. The lecturer on this occasion will be Dr Chelston Brathwaite who will 

speak on the topic “Food and Nutrition Security – as the Basis of a New Development Model”.  

 

Dr Brathwaite recently retired from the post of Director General of the Inter American Institute for 

Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA). He was the first Director General from an English Speaking 

Caribbean Country of IICA which has its headquarters in Costa Rica and has 34 member countries in 

North, South and Central America as well as the Caribbean.  

 

BIOGRAPHY  

Chelston W. D. Brathwaite is a national of Barbados. He holds a B.Sc. (Hons.) in Agriculture from 

the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago, a Doctorate in Plant 

Pathology from Cornell University, and a Diploma in Agricultural Development with Distinction 

from the University of London. He was a lecturer in the Faculty of Agriculture, UWI from 1970 to 

1981. 

He joined IICA in 1981 as a Regional Plant Protection Specialist for the Caribbean Region. He 

served as IICA Representative in Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago and was at the helm between 

2002 and 2010, as well as Executive Secretary of a program to foster cooperation in agriculture 

between Caribbean and Latin American Countries (CARILAC). 

One of his books, on the diagnosis of plant disease, has been recently updated and translated into 

Spanish and is used in some colleges and universities in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

He remains very active in retirement as Interim Director of the School of Agriculture, UWI, St 

Augustine. 

 

CARDI Board of Directors Meeting - May 4 to 6, 2011 

CARDI is the CARICOM regional agricultural research institute, established in 1975 after an 

agreement signed by its 12 member countries in 1974. The member countries are Antigua and 

Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, St Kitts and Nevis, St 

Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago.  

The Institute’s Board of Directors (BOD) determines the policies and programmes of CARDI and 

comprises representatives from its 12 member countries as well as from CARICOM and the 

Universities of the West Indies and Guyana. The Board meetings are also attended by observers from 

a number of important institutions, namely IICA, FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations), CDB (Caribbean Development Bank) and CTA (Technical Centre for Agriculture 

and Rural Co-operation EU-ACP). 

CARDI has prepared a draft Medium Term Plan for the period 2011 to 2013 which will be considered 

by the BOD. The previous Medium Term Plan (2008 to 2010) saw the Institute embrace the concept 
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of the “New” Agriculture to tackle and reverse the decline of agriculture in the Region. It is based on 

three pillars (Bottom Up/Client Led, Accountability and Transparency and Working Together).  

The success of the implementation of the 2008 to 2010 plan is apparent from the increased external 

project funding by a factor of over three times; the 2011 to 2013 Plan is proposed to continue to build 

on this progress and will contribute to the revitalisation of Caribbean agriculture.  

For further information, contact Mr. Bruce Lauckner, Head Strategic Alliances/Biometrician or 

Adelle Roopchand, Corporate Communications,  CARDI at  1868 645 1205/6/7 or 1868 389 8040. 
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