
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

10th Caribbean Week of Agriculture Opens 
 
9 October, 2011 
 
Roseau, Dominica……..The 10th Caribbean Week of Agriculture  (CWA) opened in the 
Commonwealth of Dominica with a call for collaboration among governments and 
stakeholders to recommend policy measures to reduce poverty, increase food production,  
formulate fundamental objectives and strategies for adaptation and mitigation to the 
harmful effects of Climate Change including  management practices for  the Caribbean’s 
water supply. 
 
CWA  is being hosted from the 9-15 October, 2011 in  Dominica under the theme “Caribbean 
Food and Nutrition Security in a Changing Climate – The Nature Island Experience”.  
 
Mr. Michael Hailu, Director of the Technical Centre for Agriculture and Rural Cooperation 
(CTA) for the African, Caribbean and Pacific countries said Caribbean countries continue to 
face the challenge of ensuring food security, in the face of threats posed by climate 
change.  He said that the threat is a worldwide one, that is closely related to the growing 
global population. 
 
“Global food production must rise by 70 per cent if we are to satisfy a population which is 
forecast to increase from 7 to 9 billion by the year 2050.” Mr. Hailu notes that “climate 
change adaptation is a priority for ACP countries to meet their development goals and 
eliminate hunger and poverty”. 
 
While climate change continues to be one of the main topics at the forum, this year’s theme 
focuses on improving post-harvest knowledge systems through science, technology and 
innovation. Water management policies and research is also one of the early topics being 
examined at the workshop, in an effort to help regional farmers realise higher yields while 
utilising less resources.  
 
The Honourable Ambrose George, Acting Prime Minister of Dominica, in delivering the 
feature address said “in reviewing our current situation we will be confronted with a new set 
of challenges that the agricultural sector is experiencing in our region momentarily”. 
 
Speaking at the joint opening ceremony of the climate change and science and 
technology workshop at Arawak House of Culture, Acting Prime Minister Ambrose explained 
that “the agricultural sector is vitally important in the gamut of economic and social 
interactions of the region’s people and that we must therefore examine more closely, the 
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interactions of climate change and the key factors of agricultural production, the rural way 
of life, as well as the threats to coastal communities and infrastructural investments”. 
 
Dr. Arlington Chesney, Executive Director of the Caribbean Agricultural Research Centre  in 
his remarks said that there is greater need for policy  and collaboration among governments 
and stakeholders to move in the direction of regional food security and nutrition. 
 

……… 
BACKGROUND  
Since its inception the CWA has been recognised as a facility to place agriculture and rural 
life in a prominent position, so key public and private sector decision makers can better 
acknowledge the strategic importance of the sector to economic, social and environmental 
stability. Most importantly it affords stakeholders the opportunity to dialogue on the 
challenges affecting the sector, thus enabling it to become more relevant and competitive.  
 
Several key meetings are scheduled to take place over the week  (please visit  
http://cwadominica.com/programme.html for more details). One of the highlights of the 
week of activities is the Trade Show and Exhibition which provides a platform for national, 
regional and international exhibitors to showcase and promote their products and services.  
 
The event is held under the auspices of the Alliance, with the major collaborators being the 
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Caribbean Agricultural 
Research and Development Institute (CARDI), the CARICOM Secretariat, the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural 
Cooperation ACP-EU (CTA).  
 
The following events are being streamed via the official CWA website: 
www.cwadominica.com  
 
 

 CARDI Climate Change Adaptation   in Caribbean Agriculture – “Enhancing Water 
resources management”. 

 
 CTA/CARDI Science and Technology Advisory Group Meeting. 

 
 CTA Agriculture Round Table – “Food and Nutrition Security Circle: Connecting the 

Dots” 
 

 Alliance Meeting. 
 

 Official Opening of CWA and Trade Expo and the “Excellence in Communicating” 
Agricultural Media Award. 

 
 Careers in Agriculture Forum. 

 
 Daily Press Briefings at 8:30 am, Fort Young Hotel. 

 
 
For further information contact Media Relations Officer Adelle Roopchand at 1-868-389-8040 
Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Co-operation ACP-EU (CTA)  
P.O. Box 380, NL 6700AJ Wageningen, The Netherlands (ordinary mail deliveries) 
Agro Business Park 2, NL 6708PW Wageningen, The Netherlands (courier deliveries) 
Further information on the 10th Caribbean Week of Agriculture can be obtained from 
www.cwadominica.com 


