
 

  

Our target is to reach 450 early career root and tuber crops scientists.  We are following this up with a mentoring 

programme and linking the scientists to the global community through the ISTRC.  
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News >>> 

CARDI looking for sweet potato clones that produce the best chips 

 

Sweet potato is one of the commodities with potential to reduce the Region’s food import bill.  It is a tremendous source of Vitamin A; a very good 

source of Vitamin C and Manganese and a good source of Dietary Fibre, Vitamin B6 and Potassium. Also it is reported to be a good cancer fighter.  

It is equal or far superior to white (Irish) potato in all the above nutrients.  Sweet potato chips are becoming available as snack food in fast food 

outlets at prices comparable to white potato chips.  In Trinidad and Tobago the preferred variety for manufacture of sweet potato chips is “Chicken 

Foot”.  However this landrace is very inconsistent in quality and its flesh appearance can vary from plant to plant with the resulting chips also being 

variable in appearance.  CARDI is assisting the Trinidad and Tobago Agribusiness Association (TTABA) by selecting the clones most suitable for 

processing into chips and which will produce the same qualities and attributes from generation to generation. 

 

CARDI shares research results in Nevis 

 
CARDI held a 1-day session for agricultural stakeholders in Nevis on 20 July.  At the seminar, research results on sweet potato, cabbage and hot 

pepper cultivation were shared. Honourable Robelto Hector, Minister of Agriculture, Nevis, said that farmers must understand the research done by 

CARDI and move it to the farm to increase production; he expressed his thanks to Pathleen Titus, CARDI Representative, St. Kitts and Nevis, for the 

hard work CARDI has been doing. Director of Agriculture, Nevis, Mr. Keithly Amory informed that CARDI has been working with the Department 

of Agriculture for a number of years and he urged farmers to get more involved with the experimentation from CARDI 
 

New Zealand High Commissioner visits CARDI 

 
His Excellency Andrew Needs, New Zealand High Commissioner based in Ottawa, Canada visited CARDI, Jamaica on 31 July.  The New Zealand 

High Commission in Ottawa is accredited to Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago as well as Canada.  Discussions with Dr Francis 

Asiedu, Manager Technical Services and Ms Dionne Clarke-Harris, CARDI Representative, Jamaica revolved around CARDI’s developing 

relationship with the Pacific Community and the similarities in the development challenges between the Caribbean and the Pacific. Two areas that 

captured the interest of the High Commissioner were CARDI as a credible “broker” of technologies and scientific processes and CARDI’s 

involvement in climate change activities.  His Excellency is expected to visit Trinidad in October when further discussions will be held with a view 

to developing formal relations between CARDI and New Zealand. 

 

 

 

Herman Adams examines the flesh of the “Chicken Foot” variety sweet potato grown from a CARDI selection 



 

 

  

 

 

Corn futures, July 2012 >>> 
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The CARDI Bi-weekly is a fortnightly electronic publication, published on 

the 15th and 30th of each month. It is designed to keep staff informed of 

matters relevant to them. It provides updates on our progress in the field, 

capacity building opportunities, upcoming events and new resources. 

Country units are invited to send their information for publication to 

Denise Besai or Heidi Jack. 
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Upcoming Events >>> 

 

Meeting on the achievements of outputs on the three CARDI 

CFC Funded Projects  

17-20 September 2012, Port of Spain, Trinidad 

 

CARDI Board of Directors Meeting  

19-21 September 2012, Port of Spain, Trinidad  

 

11th Caribbean Week of Agriculture  

14-20 October 2012, Antigua and Barbuda 

 

2nd Global Conference on Agricultural Research for 

Development 

29 October – 1 November 2012, Punta del Este, Uruguay 

http://www.egfar.org/gcard-2012. 

 

Making the Connection: Value chains for transforming small 

holder agriculture 

6-9 November 2012, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

http://makingtheconnection.cta.int 

Resources >>> 

CIAT (2011) The Cassava Handbook. A Reference Manual based on the Asian 

Regional Cassava Training Course held in Thailand.  

http://ciat-

library.ciat.cgiar.org/Articulos_ciat/biblioteca/The%20Cassava%20Handbook%202

011.pdf 

 

The following issues of the CARDI Review are now online: 

CARDI Review Issue 11: 

http://www.cardi.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/CARDI-Review-Issue-11.pdf 

CARDI Review Issue 12:  

http://www.cardi.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/CARDI-Review-Issue-12.pdf 

 

Testimonial >>> 

CTA pleased with CARDI resource mobilization initiatives 

Michael Hailu, Director of CTA, has written to CARDI Executive Director, Arlington 

Chesney noting his pleasure at the success of CARDI’s resource mobilization 

initiatives.  He promised to share this good news with the Caribbean Ambassador 

in Brussels.  CARDI has obtained approximately US$ 18 M in donor funding in the 

period 2010-2012. 

Drought in the US is causing price rises for many agricultural commodities. The above graph shows corn futures, July 2012 

Data courtesy Caribbean Poultry Association 


