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BACkgrOuNd

The Caribbean Agricultural and Research Development Institute (CARDI) and The 
Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EU (CTA) teamed up for 
a second consecutive year to launch a Caribbean-wide Regional Media Awards, this 
time on Climate Change reporting. 

In 2011, CARDI, CTA, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture 
(IICA) and the Association of Caribbean Media Workers (ACM) sponsored a successful 
regional competition on Excellence in Agricultural Journalism. 

The Awards on Climate Change Reporting which have as its theme ‘Climate Change 
Mitigation, Adaptation and Sustainability’ seek to encourage broader and in-depth 
reporting particularly on adaptation to the adverse impact of climate change in the 
Caribbean. 

Climate Change is defined by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
as the ‘adjustment in natural or human systems in response to actual or expected 
climatic stimuli or their effects, which moderates harm or exploits beneficial 
opportunities’.

The competition which closed on September 28 targeted full time and freelance 
journalists/ photojournalists working with print, new media, radio and television 
and covers work published or broadcast from August 2011–August 2012.

ThE AwArdS CATEgOriES COvErEd

Print News and Features (newspapers, journals and magazines)

New Media Articles (blogs, social media, websites)

Radio Productions and News Stories (traditional and online)

Television – news and features no longer than five minutes in duration 
(including online content).

A special category on Citizen Journalist was created to encourage awareness and 
participation of youth in the Caribbean on the issues of climate change.   The Media 
Awards competition received scores of entries which were reviewed by a panel of 
Caribbean judges.  All submissions were judged on:

Style - 25%; Objectivity and Balance - 25%; Content - 50%; 

•

•

•

•



�

ThE wiNNErS

Best Tv Story – isani Ceyetano (Belize)

‘Coral Bleaching’ 

Story Line:

Spending very little money on managing the reef and the reef is giving 
us a lot of money.  It’s giving us between three hundred and fifty and 
five hundred fifty million U.S. dollars a year.

Highlights:

The Mesoamerican Reef System, an international eco-region spreading 
across the coast of Mexico, Belize, Guatemala and Honduras, includes 
the largest barrier reef in the Western Hemisphere. 

Biennial	 surveys	 of	 reef	 health	 published	 in	 2008	 indicated	 that	 the	
Mesoamerican Reef was vulnerable, with more than fifty percent of 
the three hundred and twenty-six sampled reef sites in poor or critical 
condition.  The 2010 report found further deterioration. 

Reef degradation is not just a conservation problem – it’s a food and 
livelihood problem.

Among other steps taken is the creation of coral nursery sites.  Of the 
eleven locations across the country, six are found in the south.
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New Media – Zadie Neufville (Jamaica)

‘Food Security hinges on Shaking Agricultural Fortunes’

Story Line:

World Trade Organization (WTO) rules have opened up Jamaica’s 
small	 economy	 to	 cheap	 imports	 of	 everything	 from	 vegetables	 to	
fish, meats and juice concentrates, virtually crippling the island’s 
agricultural sector.

Highlights:

Despite increasing demand, production in traditional crops continues 
a downward trend. In 2008, Jamaica ceased banana exports. This 
follows a 32 percent drop in banana production due mainly to the 
impact of adverse weather.

Between 2002 and 2010, a combination of bad weather and diseases 
reduced citrus production by 14 percent. Over the same period, 
imports of subsidized milk solids from the European Union forced a 37 
percent decline in milk production and there were 45 percent fewer 
fish ponds, causing a virtual collapse of the inland fish-farming sector.

Neglect means production of the coveted Blue Mountain coffee crop 
is at the “lowest since Hurricane Gilbert in 1998” despite an injection 
of 336 million dollars by government and rising prices. “Farmers are 
neglecting the trees because of low prices and they are afraid there is 
no market for the crop.”

	The	 lack	 of	 enthusiasm	 is	 directly	 related	 to	 the	 global	 economic	
meltdown, which slashed farm gate coffee prices by half, and the 
intensive labour required to control the coffee berry borer.

Elsewhere, disease is creating shortages and pushing up prices.
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Best Print Story - desmond L. Brown (Jamaica)

‘Anguilla Battles a Shrinking Coastline’

Story line: 

The	ongoing	 loss	of	coastline	 is	hard	evidence	that	Anguilla	 is	being	
impacted by climate change. Anguilla’s beaches are essential to its 
social, economic and environmental well-being. They serve to protect 
coastal lands from wave action, especially during hurricanes; provide 
an important recreational resource for tourists and local residents; 
and provide habitats for coastal plants and animals, including nesting 
sites for sea turtles. They are also a source of fine aggregate for 
construction, and an aesthetically pleasing – and culturally important 
– part of the environment.

Highlights: 

Going back to 1995 with hurricane Luis and then later hurricane Lenny, 
coral reefs were torn apart and sea life devastated by severe storms. 
Loss of beaches, sand dunes, wharfs, coconut trees etc. as the sea 
continues to encroach and challenge livelihood, sustenance, income 
and sustainability of the tourism economy.

Fighting back on two fronts – through training and the development of 
a climate change policy. The government trained some staff within the 
department of environment with the skill-sets – (a) coastal engineer, 
another	 person	 trained	 in	 coastal	 management	 and	 climate	 change	
and sustainable development issues.

Need financial resources to assist in terms of doing research, to collect 
the data that would help to address those coastal challenges.

A climate change policy for the island was drafted following national 
consultations held between 2008 and 2010. It is now awaiting Cabinet 
approval. But government agencies are moving too slowly in putting 
legislation in place that would qualify Anguilla to drawn down funding 
to assist it in it in mitigating the effects of climate change.

A key piece of legislation is the Environment Protection Act, which 
speaks to the element of climate change. It has within it the means for 
Anguilla to allow the United Kingdom to extend the U.N. Climate Change 
Convention to Anguilla. “That piece of legislation is still pending, being 
held up by internal issues between some key agencies.” 
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Best Radio Story – Jeffrey Town Farmers and 
Community radio Operators (Jamaica)

‘Climate Change’

Focus on Jamaica – aid effectiveness, institutional arrangements 
, need for practical interventions by communities in addressing 
sustainability.

Jamaica’s green community describes how the Small Grants Programme 
is helping to advance its eco agenda.

Green energy solutions have the attention of governments as oil 
reserves dry up.

Citizen Journalist – Shahad Ali 
(Trinidad and Tobago)

‘Can humans Survive Climate Change?’

Story line: 

He questions whether human beings will survive Climate Change. 
Despite global treaties and initiatives, they always seem to fall short 
of their deadline dates.

Highlights:

We can survive Climate Change because of expansive technologies 
that	supersede	the	prehistoric	usage	of	 tools	by	prehistoric	man	for	
their survival. If they can survive climatic changes such as Ice Ages, 
why can’t we?

No, we cannot survive Climate Change despite our technological 
advancements, because prehistoric man did not degrade the 
environment to the extent which we have today. The impact of an Ice 
Age or any other climatic event would be much greater as compared 
to any event that occurred thousands of years ago.

The question itself is debatable and the numbers of theories that exist 
supporting the survivability of humans against climate change amount 
to the same number of theories that state humans do. 
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JudgES COMMENTS

The panel of judges who adjudicated on the entries were Mr. Wesley Gibbings 
(Journalist, Trinidad and Tobago), Mr. Bert Wilkinson (Journalist, Guyana), Mr. 
Kendol Morgan (Journalist, Media Consultant, St. Vincent and the Grenadines) and 
Mrs. Donna P. Ramsammy (Strategist Communications Consultant, Trinidad and 
Tobago).  The judges also provided comments on the entries.

wESLEy giBBiNgS:	I	am	disappointed	that	the	entries	in	the	radio	category	came	
from just one source. Hopefully this is not a pronouncement on the state of radio 
journalism in the Caribbean. If so, my worst fears about declining standards in this 
medium are rapidly being realised. The winning submission however displayed a 
good understanding of what is required in the production of a radio feature - a good 
script, tight inserts, the appropriate use of natural sound and solid vocal delivery. 

The television entries were much stronger, though most appeared to have 
focused more on advocacy than on exploring the various dimensions of the stories 
covered.

The print submissions were, for the most part, the strongest entries in the 
competition. 

kENdOL MOrgAN: The submissions, especially the features, were generally well 
researched and relevant to developments in the respective countries.  The news 
stories could have been stronger with a bit more context.

Unfortunately I had problems accessing the TV submissions and could not therefore 
give a mark or comment.

There is a persistent issue with single-source reporting in many instances. However 
many of the stories felt fresh and satisfied the need for public awareness and call 
to action. Many of the journalists still need to show that they are widely read and 
networked	in	the	area	of	environment	and	sustainability	by	making	the	appropriate	
linkages between local and international issues, policies and the politics of the day. 
However in terms of knowledge sharing, this is great platform for knowledge sharing 
for regional environmentalists and interest groups. 
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BErT wiLkiNSON: Many entrants have potential but some of the entries underscore 
the need for sustained training.

dONNA P. rAMSAMMy:  The entries were all significant in providing useful 
information in the ongoing effort to build public awareness and to engender 
action to change the course of climate change and its effect within the region. 	

There were some limitations - particularly in the area of balanced reporting where 
journalists could have dug deeper by expanding their sources. However, in many 
instances, the stories were well researched and aimed to heighten context around a 
number of pressing environmental matters. 

In particular, the evidence of climate change was in focus across the spectrum of 
print, TV and radio stories. From academia to the simple fisherman or to school 
children - there is clearly a heightened awareness of rising sea-levels, intensification 
of hurricanes, storm surges, depletion of mangroves, and other phenomena across 
the region.   

We were very much encouraged by the 
quality of the stories and the linkages 
being made between individual and 
community action, to global issues, 
policy matters and the responsibility 
of governments and accountable 
agencies. Overall the stories reflect 
sound work and good craftsmanship.
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BiOgrAPhy OF wiNNErS 

dESMONd L. BrOwN

Desmond is a Media and Communications Specialist/Journalist 
in the Caribbean. At present he works with regional airline LIAT 
(1974) Ltd as a Corporate Communications Specialist. He is 
also a freelance writer with the global news agency Inter Press 
Service (IPS).

Prior to joining LIAT in 2009, Desmond co-produced and co-
anchored the Caribbean Media Corporation’s Radio News as 
well as the Caribbean Today Updates on CMC’s Global Television 
Channel, CaribVision.

Desmond was educated at the primary, secondary and tertiary 
levels in Jamaica. He has worked for several major Radio and 
Television stations in the Caribbean.

Desmond has been a news anchor at CCN TV6 in Trinidad and 
Tobago, the Grenada Broadcasting Network and Good News 
FM in Grenada and LOVE FM & LOVE Television in Jamaica. He 
was also a co-presenter of Morning Edition and the Producer/
Anchor of the News at Ten and the News at Noon on 6, all news 
programmes of CCN TV6.

ZAdiE NEuFviLLE

Zadie is a Jamaican-born journalist, communications 
specialist	 	and	 a	 media	 and	 consumer	 product	 development	
specialist with more than 20 years in the media, beginning as a 
television producer/scriptwriter and moving to radio and print. 

She has worked as a lecturer and trainer in new media 
technologies and digital arts.  Zadie is also a design engineer, 
trained in fine arts and visual communications and notes that she 
employs aspects of each in everyday life. Zadie is an associate of 
the Italian-based Christian cultural organisation Green Accord 
which is committed to the protection of nature. She currently 
heads the Turks and Caicos Islands Government Press Office.
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JEFFrEy TOwN FArMErS ANd COMMuNiTy rAdiO 

Jeffrey Town is a farmers and community group with a fluctuating number of 
members usually around forty with a minimum of twenty people attending monthly 
meetings and an executive committee of nine persons.   We have sought to improve 
the quality of life for our farmers by working together for support. This began with 
training, growing the same crops and marketing together and it developed into the 
group chicken rearing, major training activities in diverse areas such as: composting, 
terracing, no till farming, until a gradual greening of our community took place. 

The	training	of	the	farmers	was	converted	to	radio	programming	so	that	the	wider	
community could learn the processes and be exposed to critical climate change 
material. We even hosted a climate change concert in August 2010 in place of the 
breadfruit festival. 

Having our meeting place and multimedia centre has brought all generations 
together, and the ICT portion of the work has allowed the younger generation to 
reach out to the older heads and offer help in this technical field while drawing on 
the experience and empirical knowledge of the farmers for specific content.

iSANi CAyETANO

Isani is a television reporter with Channel 5, Great Belize Television. 
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ShAhAd ALi 

Shahad  is currently attending the University of the West 
Indies pursuing a degree in Environmental Natural Resources 
Management with a minor in Theatre Arts. He currently writes 
for Guardian in Education giemagazine, a youth magazine that is 
published every week in the Trinidad Guardian. In this magazine 
he has brought together his interests in the environment, the 
arts and performance. 

Shahad is also the current Vice President of the Environmental 
Management Authority of Trinidad and Tobago Youth 
Ambassadors, a group dedicated to environmental education 
and sensitization. Through this group he has had a lot of hands 
on experience in the environmental field. It includes working 
alongside the National Youth Climate Change Forum of Trinidad 
and	 Tobago	 and	 also	 having	 the	 opportunity	 to	 represent	 his	
country at the 4th Commonwealth Youth Parliament in London 
where the main debate was centred around climate change.  
In his spare time, Shahad enjoys blogging online, reading and 
taking every chance he gets to socialize with friends and family. 
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ABOuT CArdi

The Caribbean Agricultural Research & Development Institute (CARDI) 
was established in 1975 and is charged with the responsibility to serve 
the agricultural research and development needs of the Member States 
of CARICOM. The Institute is positioned to enhance the socio-economic 
well-being of the Caribbean people through research that improves 
the competitiveness and sustainability of regional agriculture. Its role 
include to provide and extend the application of new technologies in 
production, processing, storage and distribution of agricultural products 
in the Region.

www.cardi.org

ABOuT CTA

The Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation (CTA) is a 
joint international institution of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
Group of States and the European Union (EU). Its mission is to advance 
food and nutritional security, increase prosperity and encourage sound 
natural resource management in ACP countries. It provides access to 
information and knowledge, facilitates policy dialogue and strengthens 
the capacity of agricultural and rural development institutions and 
communities. CTA operates under the framework of the Cotonou 
Agreement and is funded by the EU.

www.cta.int


