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For the agricultural system to work, there is need everyone to be part of the 
process. The stronger the farmer’s organisation the better it will be to make 
this new world in agriculture. 

According to Mr Joost Guijt, Wageningen University, raised the questions of 
how does the agricultural sector work and with over 20 years working with  
sustainable initiatives – what are we learning that works with scale in 
agricultural markets. 

ACP (African, Caribbean and Pacific) agricultural experts and stakeholders 
came together to exchange knowledge and experiences on modern value 
chains at the international “Making the Connection” conference in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia between November 6 and 9, 2012 under the theme, “value 
chains for transforming smallholder agriculture”. 

 Under the theme “Involving Smallholders in Modern Value Chains” The 
discussion considered how to ensure sustainable inclusion of smallholders in 
commercial value chains and ways of “scaling up” 

Mr Guijt said with over a 9 billion people to feed in the next 50 years he 
questioned whether the agricultural initiatives are successes or seeds of 
change. He said, in the supply market reputation there is a shift from a 
demand driven sector to supply driven sector, “If we want to be around in 20 
to 50 years we have to secure our supply business.”   

In finding ways to have inclusive agro markets through viable and competent 
business partners, the role of governance within value chains, including  who 
is deciding the way the future of collaboration is key.  As well as the 
dimension of the whole chain as the interconnect to create productive 
businesses.  It is very volatile sector. In the context of big businesses, there is 
a need for seeds of change to responding to emerging opportunities” 
according to Mr Guijt . 

Who are we talking about – scaling inclusive agri-market…10 per cent of the 
farmers produce our food commercial farmers, 5-10 percent are small 
investors , 40 per cent asset limited small farmers and 40 per cent 
subsistence farmers.. 

In a panel of speakers from the private sector, farmer’s organisations and 
other stakeholders addressed the issue of value chain. 

Mr Jethro Green, Chief Coordinator, Caribbean Farmers Network (CaFAN) 
said orienting the farmers and organisation goal are key to any body of 
farmers coming together. He outlined a three point strategy to ensure that 



farmers are not unemployed since they are at the core of food production. 
 “CaFAN’s approach is to have inclusive farming in the family, including the 
young people who would use the computer and internet for paper work and 
linkages for better services, this family inclusiveness will generate greater 
interest in agriculture. Secondly, having direct contact between farmer and 
retailer of goods, there is no need for a middle man for the supply of goods to 
a supermarket chain. Partnership development is crucial to any sustained 
relationship.  And thirdly, within a cluster of farmers to network to produce  
raw materials and develop value added products as bread made with cassava 
 or plantains,” according to Mr Jethro Green. 

  

The Caribbean farmers’ leader told the ACP community of Agriculture experts 
that a farmer with land and skills is an entrepreneur and should not be seen 
as a worker in the mud rather as a successful businessman producing food 
for a market. 

  

Mr Larry Attipoe, SNV, Netherlands Development Organisation told the 
participants that his NGO will continue to exist for a long time. Mr. Attipoe 
outlined that when an individual farmer in Africa needs advice on how to 
manage their plot of land SNV assists them in providing information from risk 
reduction to how to improve the quality of life as a farmer.  He added, “the 
risks of helping farmers from small communities are very high, but to have 
economic growth it’s crucial  to help build capacity and show that inclusion is 
necessary and the farmer must depend on other goods and services in order 
to make money.” 

  

According to Mr Steve Wiggins, Agriculture Economist, Researcher, Overseas 
Development Institute,  “farmers do not need perfection for economic growth, 
example in China which launched reforms in 1978 thatled to significant 
improvement for farmers and smallholders who have been able to innovate 
and sustain  farming growth.”.  He added that governments have to provide 
rural public goods, e.g. infrastructure and  invest in people by training. Since 
the green revolution, Asian cases show  a high public good ratio of 10:1 or 
20:1 or more within a an enabling environment. 

 


