
 
 

 

News >>> 

CARDI working with its partners to strengthen the local small ruminant industry  

CARDI is working with national stakeholders in Jamaica and Trinidad &Tobago to strengthen and diversify the small ruminants industry. , 
Funding is being provided by the Common Fund for Commodities, the Caribbean Development Bank, CARDI and the two Governments. 
This multifaceted project will address breed improvement, technology transfer and capacity building of farmer groups and agri-business 
clusters, improved production systems, marketing and processing. These have been identified as factors that have resulted in the small 
ruminant industry’s inability to meet the growing market demand. To directly address the availability of breeding stock, over 250 high 
quality animals are being imported into Trinidad and Tobago. On 23 January 2013, 146 heads of Katahdin and Dorper sheep and Anglo 
Nubian, Alpine and Sanaan goat breeds arrived from the United States of America and were handed over to the Ministry of Food 
Production’s Centeno Livestock Station. After undergoing the mandatory quarantine period, these animals will be bred at the station and 
their offspring disseminated to local farmers. It is estimated that at the end of the three year project, 2000 improved breeding animals will 
be produced. This will significantly reduce the US 6 million that is expended annually to import small ruminant meat in the country.  

Jamaica Unit hosts annual open day  

The CARDI Jamaica Unit hosted their annual Open Day on 12 December 2012 at the Sam Motta Demonstration and Training Centre in 
Manchester. The Unit mounted displays that highlighted their work in roots and tubers (sweet potato, cassava and yam), protected 
agriculture and small ruminants. The Unit also displayed aspects of their work related to energy and climate change. CARDI Jamaica and 
the Petroleum Corporation of Jamaica (PCJ), have been looking at the suitability of crops, such as Jathropa and Castor to produce diesel 
as a source of renewable energy. In the near future the Institute will adopt technology developed in Africa to review the possibility of 
formulating a biofuel from cassava. Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jamaica the Honourable Roger Clarke delivered the feature 
address. 

CARDI and CTA looking at value chains  

CTA and CARDI have developed a project to look at value chains for roots and tubers. The project which is of two year duration will 
develop a practical methodology for value chains that can be used throughout the Region. The actors in the value chains for cassava, 
yam and sweet potato will have improved capacity to analyse the chains and therefore identify ways to overcome the constraints. An 
important Expected Result is that value chain stakeholders in the Caribbean will be fully aware of the methodology and how to execute it.  

 

Some of the sheep that arrived on the first shipment being offloaded at the Centeno Livestock Station, Trinidad.  
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nth of May and rose once again in Jun,e maintaining the highest value of 12.60 US/bu to the end of June and recorded period.  

 

Upcoming Events >>> 
Red Palm Mite Management Workshop  
29-30 January 2013, Centeno, Trinidad and Tobago  
 

Agrofest 2013. 
22-24 February 2013, Bridgetown, Barbados 
http://www.basonevoice.org 
 

Joint conference of the Caribbean Food Crops Society, 
Caribbean Agro Economics Society and the International 
Society for Horticultural Science. 
30 June - 6 July 2013, Hyatt Regency, Trinidad &Tobago 

 

The CARDI Bi-weekly is a fortnightly electronic publication, published on 
the 15th and 30th of each month. The aim is to keep you informed of the 
latest news, publications, upcoming events on CARDI and our partners. 
We encourage you to contribute to the CARDI Bi-weekly by sending 
relevant information that can be included in the upcoming issue to 
Denise Besai. 

 
www.cardi.org 
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CARDI  St Kitts hosts sweet potato field day  

On 12 December 2012, CARDI St Kitts and Nevis hosted a sweet potato field day at its Estridge Field Station. This field day was 
organised to let farmers and agro-processors in the Federation know what CARDI is doing in terms of promoting sweet potato production. 
Speaking at the opening ceremony Country Representative Ms. Pathleen Titus informed of the work CARDI has been doing to boost 
sweet potation production, specifically in St Kitts and Nevis and generally in the wider Region. One of the areas highlighted was the value 
addition work the Institute has been doing in collaboration with UWI, IICA, CIP and Japan. Agro-processors from St Kitts and Nevis, the 
Taiwanese mission and members of the Department for Agriculture’s Agro-processing Unit had a variety of sweet potato products on 
display including porridge, chips, cakes, pies, juice and even sweet potato ice cream. 

 

Weather summaries >>> 

November 2012 

CARDI 
Stations 

Average Temperature (C) Average 
Wind 

Speed 
(m/s) 

Highest 
Gust (m/s) 

Total 
Rain 
(mm) 

 Max. Min. Mean    

Antigua N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Barbados 31.4 24.6 28.0 6.9 17.7 35.7 

Belize  28.6 18.5 25.6 0.3 8.5 24.6 

Grenada  31.6 24.0 27.8 0.6 8.0 70.4 

Guyana 31.2 24.8 28.0 0 0 142.7 

Jamaica 26.8 16.9 21.9 0.6 5.8 167.3 

St. Kitts 29.4 24.1 27.8 4.2 10.0 1.6 

St. Lucia 30.9 23.9 27.4 0.8 8.0 105.2 

St. Vincent N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Tobago 30.6 22.0 94.4 0.45 1.48 77.8 

Trinidad 32.5 23.8 28.1 0.6 9.8 123.4 

N/A Data not available      
Note: CARDI weather station in Jamaica is 600 m above sea level  
    

 

Capacity Building Opportunities >>> 
 
International Post-Graduate Programme on Nutrition 

in a Changing Global Environment 
 

This course is being organised by MASHAV Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem's Faculty of Agriculture. It will 

run from 20 May to 18 June 2013 in Israel. 

Interested in participating!! Please complete the 
application form which can be downloaded from 
http://mashav.mfa.gov.il/mfm/web/main/document.asp?Docum
entID=49470&MissionID=16210. 

The deadline for submitting your application is 18 April 

2013.  

Course brochure available @ 
http://departments.agri.huji.ac.il/externalstudies/international/c
ourses/Y0342913%20English%20brochure%20Nutrition1.pdf 

 

 

 

Staff movements >>> 

Dr. Janet Lawrence has been confirmed as the Head of the Trinidad and 

Tobago Unit. Her appointment became effective on 1 September 2012.  

Heidi Jack (Graduate Assistant) attached to the Strategic Alliances Unit has 
resigned from the Institute. In February Ms. Jack will begin her Postgraduate 

Studies in New Zealand.  

Bradley Georges (Consultant) Project Implementation Unit has left the Institute 

after three years to join his family in Canada. 
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