
 
 

 

News >>> 

Global consultation on use and management of agro biodiversity for sustainable food security  

The Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Biodiversity International held a Global Consultation in New Delhi on 12-14 
February 2013. The Consultation discussed the implications for food security of the second Global Plan of Action of the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. It is now recognised that trends towards reliance on a limited number of 
food crops and varieties could be a serious threat to global food supply in the future. The Consultation determined that linkages between 
genebanks and farmers are to be strengthened in all continents, but particularly in developing countries. Dr. S. Ayyappan, Director 
General of ICAR states “tomorrow’s food comes from today’s genebanks”. CARDI was represented at the Consultation by Herman 
Adams, Plant Breeder. During his visit to New Delhi, Mr. Adams had discussions with Dr. Ayyappan on the MoU between CARDI and 
ICAR and on some actions to be launched under the MoU. 

CARDI and CARIRI sign MOU 

On March 27, CARDI and the Caribbean Industrial Research Institute (CARIRI) signed a three year Technical cooperation Agreement at 
CARDI’s Headquarters in St. Augustine. Under the agreement both agencies will work together to develop the agriculture and rural 
development sector, in the Caribbean. Some of the joint areas of cooperation will include; the exchange of staff, students and 
technologies for the purposes of training and working in areas of joint interest: the exchange of plant genetic material and the 
identification of varieties of food producing plants which are resistant to climate factors such as heat, drought and excess water. Signing 
of behalf of CARIRI was Executive Director, Liaquat Ali Shah and on behalf of CARDI was Executive Director, Dr. Arlington Chesney.  

Strengthening the delivery of gender equity outcomes in CIFSRF (Canadian International Food Security Research Fund) 

An international workshop entitled “Strengthening the delivery of gender equity outcomes in CIFSRF” was held on April 22-26, 2013 at 
Glenburn Lodge, Johannesburg, South Africa. The workshop was attended by representatives from globally funded projects under the 
IDRC (International Development Research Centre). CARDI was represented by Ms Kenia – Rosa Campo. She will be reviewing current 
CARDI projects to determine which of the gender tools outlined during the workshop can be integrated into the projects. 

 

School children flock to the CARDI booth at the St Kitts and Nevis Department of Agriculture 20th Open Day held on March 26, 2013 . The event was held under the 

theme “Embrace the Change, Face the Challenge, Maximise the Opportunities”. 
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nth of May and rose once again in Jun,e maintaining the highest value of 12.60 US/bu to the end of June and recorded period.  

 

Upcoming Events >>> 

10th EDF, Visibility Sessions 
14-15 May 2013, Trinidad and Tobago  
 
CTA/CARDI Expert Working Group on Value Chains 
23-24 May 2013, Trinidad and Tobago 
 
New Technologies Marketing in Hot Pepper  
6 May 2013, Trinidad and Tobago  
 
Joint conference of the Caribbean Food Crops Society, 
Caribbean Agro Economics Society and the International 
Society for Horticultural Science. 
30 June - 6 July 2013, Hyatt Regency, Trinidad &Tobago 
 
12th Caribbean Week of Agriculture 
6-12 October, 2013, Guyana 
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CARDI represented at the Global Water Partnership – Caribbean (GWP-C), Annual General Meeting (AGM)  

CARDI’s Natural Resource Management Specialist, Dr. Leslie Simpson represented the Institute at the 8th Annual General Assembly of 
Partners of the GWP-C from 3 – 6 April, in Roseau Dominica. At the meeting the partners lauded the GWP-C for producing their first ever 
Annual Report. The annual work programme for 2013 was presented and the participating partner organisations provided their inputs. 
Included in their programme of work for 2013 are the Water Climate and Development Programme and GWP Gender Strategy 
Development Programme. Mr. Bruce Lauckner, Head of Strategic Alliance is one of the current members of the Steering Committee of the 
GWP-C. CARDI has been a GWP – C partner since 2006. The GWP-C has a network of over 60 partners across the Region and supports 
Caribbean countries to better manage their water resources by promoting Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) strategies.  

Wheat futures March 2013 >>> 
 
 

 
 

Wheat futures declined during the first week and increased steadily during the second, 
third and fourth weeks of the month of March.  Commodity futures during the month of 
March were influenced by major production and trade reports (USDA WASDE Report, 
International Grains Council (IGC) Report, USDA Quarterly Stocks & Prospective 
Plantings Report etc), predictions of weather patterns in major producing countries and 
global maritime logistics (delays caused by interruptions at international ports). 

 

New Resources >>> 

A series of instructional videos are now available to advise 
farmers on some of the key issues that should be considered 
in order to optimise yields and achieve a profitable production 
margin in yam, sweet potato and cassava production and 
protected agriculture.  

These videos which were produced under the CARDI/CFC 
funded Roots and Tubers and Protected Agriculture  projects 
can now be downloaded from http://www.cardi.org/video-
gallery/?entry=e3LWs6rhf7Y or from Youtube 
http://www.youtube.com/user/CARDIcaribbean. 

 CARDI launches a series of Public Consultations on 

Agro-biodiversity and Climate Change >>> 
 
 

In the month of May, CARDI will be hosting four public consultations on “The conservation 
of agro biodiversity as a response to climate change” in Belize, St Kitts and Nevis, 
Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago. The consultations which will be facilitated by eminent 
practitioners in the field of agriculture are free and open to the public. They are intended to 
garner essential stakeholder feedback that will help us to inform the designing and 
implementation of policy instruments that promote the conservation, sharing and utilization 
of agro-biodiversity under changing climatic conditions. Visit our website (www.cardi.org) 
or read the next issue of the CARDI Biweekly for the full schedule of these Public 
Consultations. 
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