
 
 

 

News >>> 

Dr. Chesney retires as CARDI’s Executive Director 

Dr. H. Arlington D. Chesney, a name synonymous with agriculture development in the Region, has retired as the Executive Director of 
CARDI. In October, 2007, Dr. Chesney took over the helm of CARDI.  

During his tenure with CARDI Dr. Chesney worked assiduously to raise the profile of the Institute and heighten the awareness of the pivotal 
role of CARDI to Caribbean agriculture development. His efforts resulted in CARDI attracting respect regionally and internationally, which in 
turn enabled the Institute to be continuously selected as a respected partner in the implementation of regional projects. As a direct result, 
external funding increased by almost ten-fold, thereby lessening the reliance on dwindling government subventions for the conduct of the 
Institute’s work programme. Dr. Chesney firmly believed in working together, and so under his stewardship CARDI was able to strategically 
align itself and form partnerships with key regional and international organisations working in the area of agriculture for development in 
Africa, Asia, China, Indonesia and the Pacific.  

After receiving his secondary schooling at the prestigious Queen’s College in Georgetown, Guyanese born Chesney moved to the 
University of the West Indies, UWI St Augustine to read for his B.Sc. in Agriculture. Upon completion he moved back home where he 
began his professional career as an Agricultural Chemist and Soil Scientist. He quickly moved up the ranks at the Ministry of Agriculture 
and was soon appointed Chief Agricultural Officer. During this time not only was he lecturing at the Guyana School of Agriculture and the 
University of Guyana he also found time to complete an MSc in Soil Chemistry and a PhD in Soil Fertility and Chemistry at UWI. 

In 1979, Dr. Chesney moved to Trinidad to head the Caribbean Food Corporation (CFC). The CFC function was to implement the Regional 
Food Plan through investing in non-traditional small and medium scale agricultural enterprises. In 1994 Dr. Chesney moved to IICA where 
he first served as the Head of Trinidad and Tobago Office before moving to its Costa Rica Headquarters as the Director of Operations and 
Regional Integration, Caribbean. 

Dr. Chesney was one of the chief architects of the Jagdeo Initiative, a strategy designed to reposition agriculture development in the 
Region. He also advocated for and was central to the establishment of the Alliance for Sustainable Development of Agriculture and Rural 
Milieu as well as the region’s premiere agricultural event, the Caribbean Week of Agriculture (CWA). Among his many accolades are the 
Emeritus title conferred to him by IICA in 2008 and the Golden Arrow of Achievement awarded to him by the Government of Guyana in 
2011. 

The staff of CARDI offers sincerest thanks and deep appreciation to Dr. Chesney for his outstanding services and unfailing dedication to 
Institute and by extension the Region, and conveys to him warm wishes for a continued active life, good health and happiness. 

 
Dr. H. Arlington D Chesney retired as the Executive Director of CARDI effective 31 Janury 2015. For over 40 years, Dr Chesney served in several high profile positions, 

working to develop the regional agriculture sector.  
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nth of May and rose once again in Jun,e maintaining the highest value of 12.60 US/bu to the end of June and recorded period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events >>> 

 
Cayman Islands: 48th Agriculture Show  
18 February 2015, Cayman Islands 

 
Barbados Agrofest 2015  
28 February – 1 March 2015, Queen’s Park, St. Michael  
http://www.basonevoice.org/ 

 
3rd Global Science Conference “Climate Smart Agriculture” 
15 – 17 March 2015, Le Corum, Montpellier, France 

 
Conference: New pathways to strengthen resilience and 
underpin sustainable development in the Caribbean  
30 April – 1 May, 2015, UWI Campus, St. Augustine 

 
51st Annual CFCS Meeting  
19 -25 July 2015, Paramaribo, Suriname 
http://cfcs.eea.uprm.edu/article/join-us-51st-cfcs-annual-meeting-
suriname 

 
World Congress on Root and Tuber Crops  
5 -10 October, 2015, Nanning, Guangxi, China 
 
 

 

 

Fast tracking the implementation of the Agriculture Policy Programme (APP) 

The partners for the EU funded Agriculture Policy Programme, IICA, CARDI and the CARICOM Secretariat have developed an acceleration 
strategy to fast track its implementation. The strategy encompasses the following three elements which are designed to accomplish the 
activities agreed to with the European Union: 1) Mobilise for Immediate Delivery of Achievable Results, 2) Widen Collaboration for Activity 
Execution and 3) Fast-Track the ‘Scaling Up” principle. Under Element 1 partners will seek the direct engagement and cooperation of 
stakeholders to improve capacity building and training of trainers through direct exposure and applied and practical training, Element 2 will 
focus on engagement of stakeholder groups such as farmers organisations and youth groups which will aim to improve their outreach and 
visibility as well as to strengthen their group governance capacity. Ministries of Agriculture and affiliated agencies will also be targeted to 
strengthen their regional policies and strategies and national priorities. Under Element 3 the project partners will use established and 
existing infrastructure, expertise, procedures and technology to scale up existing/ongoing projects that are insync with the APP results. The 
APP is an action funded under the 10th European Development Fund (EDF) between the European Commission (EC) and IICA, with 
partners CARDI and the CARICOM Secretariat. The overall objective of the APP Action is to contribute to the enhancement of regional and 
interregional capabilities of the agricultural sectors in eradicating poverty. The specific objective is to increase the capability of Regional 
Agricultural Development Organisations to address the development needs of smallholder agriculture. It is a multidimensional programme – 
tackling critical yet inter-related policy and technical issues, related to an enabling policy and institutional environment, appropriate 
research, technology and innovation and market development, with a specific focus on delivering benefits to small producers.  

 

The CARDI Bi-weekly is a fortnightly electronic publication, published 
on the 15th and 30th of each month. The aim is to keep you informed of 
the latest news, publications, upcoming events on CARDI and our 
partners. We encourage you to contribute to the CARDI Bi-weekly by 
sending relevant information that can be included in the upcoming 
issues to Denise Besai. 
 
Website: www.cardi.org  
Facebook: Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute  
You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/CARDIcaribbean 
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Notice Board >>> 
PSC Internal Seminars 

 

Staff are reminded of the schedule for the PSC Seminars. The time of all seminars is 2:00 pm 
(TT/EC/GY), 1:00 p.m (JA) and 12.00 noon (BZ). The Go To Meeting IDs will be shared via email prior 
to the start of the Seminars.  

 

Date Presenter 
 

Topic 

19 February Sharon Jones 
Albert Fearon 

Plant Pathology  
Sheep Production  

   

5 March  Rohan Smith  
Dorian Etienne 

Soil and Water Conservation  
Rural Tourism 

   

19 March Ansari Hosein  
Bradbury Browne 

Sheep Production  
Soil and Water Conservation  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Staff Movements  

 

Following the retirement of Dr. Arlington, Mr. Bruce Lauckner has been 
acting as the Executive Director from 1st February 2015.  

 

Simon Moo has been transferred to the Finance Unit. He replaces Mr. 
Sean Achong who has resigned. 

 

Ms. Angela Ferguson has been transferred from the Trinidad and 
Tobago Unit to the Secretariat Pool in Headquarters. Ms. Raquel 
Duchesne moved in the reverse direction from the Secretariat to 
Administrative Assistant for the TT Unit. 

 

We would also like to welcome four On the Job Trainees (OJTs) to CARDI 
Headquarters: Dimple Singh, Katie Sendall, Lawrence Mahabir and 
Faluke Elcock. 

http://www.cardi.org/

