
 
 

 
 

 

Thank you! Mr. Frank Bruce Lauckner for your unfailing 40 + years of service to CARDI and agricultural development in the Caribbean   

News >>> 

Farewell to a CARDI stalwart…..Frank Bruce Lauckner  

On June 30, CARDI bade farewell to a true stalwart, Frank Bruce Lauckner. Bruce arrived in Trinidad in 1973 as a Research Fellow from 
Rothamsted Experimental Station, U.K where he was seconded to the Regional Research Centre (RRC) and then to CARDI (on its 
establishment in 1974). At CARDI he has held various portfolios including Manager Research and Development, Head Strategic Alliances 
and Executive Director (Ag.). However, Bruce's area of specialty is Biometrics. Bruce has been consulted by CARDI's scientists, and 
hundreds of researchers and students from across the Region on a range of disciplines for experimental and survey design, data analysis 
and interpretation and presentation of results. He has also co-authored several research papers, and facilitated numerous workshops and 
training courses on research methodology across the Region. Together with W.J Fielding, Bruce co-authored "Biometric Notes for 
Agricultural Research in the Caribbean" which continues to be a highly recommended text for agricultural scientists. Over the years he has 
represented the Institute on several committees including International Biometric Society, Caribbean Food Crops Society (CFCS) and the 
Caribbean Agro-Economic Society (CAES). In 2010, Bruce received a Lifetime Achievement Award from CAES. At CARDI up until his 
retirement Bruce headed the Publications and Seminars Committee (PSC). He coordinated the review of the various institutional 
publications and edited the CARDI Review. He also convened regular seminars for staff on topics of varying interests. The management 
and staff would like to offer our sincerest thanks and appreciation to you Bruce for your outstanding contribution to the Institute and by 
extension the Region. We wish you a continued active life, good health and happiness. 

CARDI Cayman Islands office opens for business 

The newest CARDI member state, the Cayman Islands is now officially opened for business with the installation of Ansari Hosein as the 
Country Representative (CR). Ansari was appointed CR with effect from June 29, 2015. As CR, Ansari will be overseeing the day to day 
operations of the Cayman Islands office. He will work in close collaboration with the Department of Agriculture, Cayman Islands to 
implement CARDI's work programme which will focus on; improving production and productivity of roots and tubers, development of feeds 
and feeding systems for ruminant livestock, commercial production of herbs, protected agriculture systems development and 
biotechnology development. The work programme was developed after consultation with the Department of Agriculture who was keen to 
develop their agro tourism subsector and empower their farming communities to produce better quality products for their expanding 
markets. The CARDI Cayman Islands office is located 181 Lottery Road, Bodden Town, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands.  
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Notice Board >>> 

CARDI/CDB black Sigatoka disease (BSD)  

Training Workshops 

 

Purpose: To strengthen the capacity of BSD management teams in the Ministry of 

Agriculture and banana and plantain organisations, extension officers and farmers, with a 

view towards developing and sustaining robust detection, monitoring and management 

strategies 

 

Facilitator: Dr. Robert Power (Plant Pathologist)  

 

Participants will learn: phyto-pathological cycle of the disease ∙ epidemiology ∙       

integrated disease management ∙ climatic forecasting methods ∙ measuring disease 

intensity  

 

When and where:  

3-14 August 2015 – St Lucia 

24 August – 4 September 2015 – St Vincent and the Grenadines 

14-25 September 2015 – Guyana  

5- 16 October 2015 – Dominica  

 

More information: www.cardi.org 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events >>> 
63rd Denbigh Agricultural, Industrial and Trade Show 
31 July – 2 August 2015, Maypen Clarendon, Jamaica  
http://www.jas.gov.jm/Denbigh.html 
 
Project inception workshop and official launch; 
Sustainable profitable value chains and market 
linkages in the Caribbean 
2-5 August 2015, Kingston, Jamaica 
 
31st West Indies Agricultural Economics Conference 
9-14 August 2015, Buccaneer Hotel, St Croix, USVI 
http//:caestt.com 
 
Carifesta XII 
21-30 August, 2015, Haiti  
http://carifesta.net/ 
 
United Nations Summit to adopt the post 2015 
development Agenda  
25-27 September, 2015, New York, USA 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org 
 
World Congress on Root and Tuber Crops  
5 -10 October, 2015, Nanning, Guangxi, China 
http://www.gcp21.org/wcrtc 
 
Inter-America Board of Agriculture (IABA) Meeting 
19-23 October 2015, Riviera Maya, Cancun, Mexico 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Update on the FAO/CARDI Cassava Project  

Cassava has been identified by the Cluster of Agriculture institutions as one of the target commodities the Region should pursue to meet its 
food and nutrition security targets, reduce its food import bill and boost trade. In collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations (FAO), CARDI is implementing the “Increasing the integration of Cassava into Caribbean livelihoods” project in 
Grenada, Guyana and Jamaica. Under this project a protocol for the safe movement of disease free cassava planting material will be 
produced, technical packages will be developed, small and large scale demonstration plots will be established and a training programme in 
the cassava propagation and production techniques will be executed. To date four small scale (1 acre) demonstration plots have been 
established at Lavera and La Portrie in Grenada and Salem and Craig in Guyana. One plot in each country utilised standard farmer 
practices and the other updated methodologies (such as irrigation and bio stimulants) to assess performance on yield. Additionally two 
large scale plots (5 acres) have also been established in Guyana and Jamaica to demonstrate the appropriateness of large scale 
methodologies mechanised planting and harvesting), in cassava production. Training on best practices in cassava propagation and 
production begun in April 2014 and will continue until the end of the project.     

 

The CARDI Bi-weekly is a fortnightly electronic publication, published on 
the 15th and 30th of each month. The aim is to keep you informed of the 
latest news, publications, upcoming events on CARDI and our partners. 
We encourage you to contribute to the CARDI Bi-weekly by sending 
relevant information that can be included in the upcoming issues to 
Denise Besai. 
 
Website: www.cardi.org  
Facebook: Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute  
You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/CARDIcaribbean 
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31st West Indies Agricultural Economics Conference 

“Mitigating Climate Change Effects to Ensure Food Security,” 

 

9-14 August, 2015 

 

Buccaneer Hotel, St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands 

 

www.caestt.com 

http://carifesta.net/
http://www.gcp21.org/wcrtc
http://www.cardi.org/

