
 
 

 

 

Coconut planting material, Jamaica. (Photo courtesy: Evans Ramkhelawan) 

  

News >>> 

Training stakeholders on the production of quality coconut planting material 

Over the last three months CARDI has been conducting training workshops on the ‘Production of quality coconut planting 
material’ across the Region. Targeting farmers, producers, traders and technicians, agronomist Evans Ramkhelawan has 
been detailing the critical pre-nursery and nursery operations necessary for producing high quality planting material. The 
careful selection of quality planting material is strongly correlated to the plants productivity and economic lifespan (usually 
between 60-100 years). Specific topics included in the training were the identification of coconut varieties, selection of 
mother palms and seed nuts, seed nuts harvest and storage, seed bed preparation and maintenance of pre-nursery and 
nursery beds. Apart from utilising quality planting material Ramkhelawan stressed the importance of good agricultural 
practices and fertility management. In the Caribbean many coconut plantations are aged, and as such special attention was 
paid on the rehabilitation of old plantations. Participants also gained insights into the key international coconut seed centres 
and the necessary guidelines for importing coconut germplasm into the Region. This training was part of the ongoing 
International Trade Centre (ITC) / CARDI “Coconut Industry development for the Caribbean” project. 

CaFAN to benefit from APP actions  

The Caribbean Farmers Network {CaFAN) will benefit from funding under the “Support to the Caribbean Forum of ACP 
States in the implementation of the commitments undertaken under the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA): IntraACP 
Policy Programme currently being executed by IICA, CARDI and CARICOM. Under components 2 and 3 specifically CaFAN 
will receive funding to implement its Regional Roots and Tubers (sweet potato and dasheen) export initiative, involving 
producer enterprises in Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, St Lucia, St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. Facilitators will be contracted to work with the selected producer groups in 
value chain development and strengthening their governance framework. Canadian based Finance Alliance for Sustainable 
Trade (FAST) will also be engaged to assess the producer groups for credit readiness and to work alongside them in the 
development of investment profiles. Through these actions the producer groups will be able to access much needed 
financing. CARDI will directly assist, in increasingly the availability of selected climate ready varieties and the transfer to 
technologies and good agricultural practices.  
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Upcoming Events >>> 
ITC/CARDI Workshop on knowledge exchange along 
the coconut value chain 
21-22 April 2016, Princess Hotel, Guyana  
 
9th UK Caribbean Forum  
29-30 April 2016, The Bahamas 
 
The National Agriculture and Trade Show  
29 April – 1 May 2016, Belize  
https://www.facebook.com/natsbelize 
 
Thirty-Seventh Meeting of the Conference of Heads 
of Government of the Caribbean Community 
4-6 July 2016 
 
52nd CFCS Annual Meeting  
10-16 July 2016, Guadeloupe 
http://cfcs.eea.uprm.edu/ 

 
 
 

Master butchery training 

CARDI Trinidad and Tobago Unit teamed up with Sugar Cane Feeds Centre, and the Division of Agriculture, Marine Affairs, 
Marketing and the Environment (DAMME), Tobago House of Assembly hosted  a workshop on "Improving the Processing 
and Presentation of Small Ruminant Meat” on March 2 and 3 at DAMME and the Scarborough Abattoir, Tobago. The 
objective of the workshop was to improve processing options that ensures maximum value to the producers and consumers 
of small ruminants meat. Participants attending the workshop were exposed to personal hygiene codes of conduct for 
abattoir staff, refinement of hides and horn as well as meat fabrication. These are critical for ensuring the meat produced is 
of high quality and safe for human consumption. Modules on the importance of transportation, resting and lairage were also 
delivered. Proper stunning techniques and procedures for small ruminant slaughter were demonstrated by facilitators Dr. 
Saed Rahaman and Reiza Mohamdally. This workshop is an output of the Component 2 of the  Intra-ACP Agricultural Policy 
Programme (Intra-ACP APP) that is being implemented by CARDI. 

 

The CARDI Bi-weekly is a fortnightly electronic publication, published on 
the 15th and 30th of each month. The aim is to keep you informed of the 
latest news, publications, upcoming events on CARDI and our partners. 
We encourage you to contribute to the CARDI Bi-weekly by sending 
relevant information that can be included in the upcoming issues to 
Denise Besai. 
 
Website: www.cardi.org  
Facebook: Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute  
You Tube: http://www.youtube.com/user/CARDIcaribbean 
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The National Agriculture and Trade Show  

April 29 – 1 May 2016  

 

 

Venue : The National Agriculture and Trade Show Grounds, Belmopan  

 

More Information available @ https://www.facebook.com/natsbelize 

 

 

Produced in partnership with IICA this bulletin specifically targets producers 
and processors of cassava and sweet potato, by identifying the suitability of 
local varieties for value added product development. 

The physicochemical properties for the most commonly cultivated cassava 
and sweet potato varieties in Barbados, Dominica, St. Kitts and Nevis and 
Trinidad and Tobago are presented as well as recommendations for primary 
and secondary processing.  

Download your copy at  http://bit.ly/1QNFw47 
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