


Figure 4:
Crossbred goats resulting from Boer and
Nubian breeds in Antigua and Jamaica

The introduction of the Anglo-Nubian and Boer goats in the 1990s has greatly enhanced the production and
productivity of meat goat herds in the Region (Figure 4).

This is exemplified with data from Jamaica (CARDI 2008) under a semi-intensive management system
(Table 1). Meat goats resulting from crosses of Boer and Anglo-Nubian with the Native goat have shown
the capability of attaining pre-weaning and post-weaning average daily weight gains of over 160 g and
125 g, respectively, compared with approximately 100 g and 80 g, respectively for the Native goat.
The disposal weights (8-9 months of age) of the Native goat moved from 23.2 kg to 37.3 kg when the
Boer was used as a terminal buck on Nubian x Native offspring. Other data showed that carcass dressing
percentage in meat goats also increased up to 55% from less than 45% for the Native goat with high Boer
genetic composition.

Table 1: Data from Jamaica (CARDI 2008) under a semi-intensive management system

Breed/breed Birth wt. Weaning wt. Pre-weaning Disposal Post-weaning
type (kg) (kg) daily gain (8mth) wt. daily gain
(2) (kg) (8)

Nubian 33 16.9 151 33.0 107
Boer 33 18.4 167 37.6 128
Native 2.2 11.5 104 232 78
Nubian x Native 2.4 12.5 112 25.5 87
Boer x Native 2.8 13.2 116 30.1 113
Boer x

(Nubian x Native) 33 18.4 167 37.0 124
Nubian x

(Nubian x Native) 2.8 14.6 131 28.8 95
Nubian x Boer 3.5 20.7 192 30.4 64

Source: CARDI (2008 and 2009)
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