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Housing and equipment

The provision of adequate housing that affords
protection from the elements and simplifies husbandry
operations is a key component of the successful rabbit
enterprise. Housing should be practical and functional,
making tasks like feeding, watering and mating easy to
carry out.

Housing for rabbits can be constructed from a wide
variety of materials ranging from bamboo slats to
galvanise or steel. However, due to the durability of
galvanised wire and sheeting, these materials are
preferred over wooden materials. Traditionally, the unit
housing rabbits is called a hutch. Small backyard
farmers would normally have one or two hutches each
housing a few rabbits. For greater efficiency in
production, rabbits are now housed in cages inside a
building known as a rabbitry or under a shed in the
backyard. This arrangement maximises the use of
available space.

The bucks cage is normally situated between two does
with two fattener cages on either side of the does’ cages
(Fig.1). The replacement cages are then sited next to the
fatteners.

Fig. 1 Diagram showing arrangement of rabbit cages on
cage stand
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B- Buck, D-Doe, F- Fattener, R- Replacement
Cage Stand

Site selection
The rabbitry should be situated in a cool well drained,
fenced-in area and the shelter should offer comfort and
provide protection from cold, heat, rain and sun. If a
farmer has a small number of cages (6-8) these could be
placed under eaves or on the veranda. Wind should not
directly affect the rabbitry. Fruit trees can be used as
windbreaks. They can also be used as a source of shade
and feed material for the rabbits.

Galvanise sheets are commonly used for roofing.
However, thatched roofs are much cooler and cheaper
but require an experienced craftsman with a high

level of expertise for installation. The roof must be at a
suitable height to allow for optimal airflow.

Cage size

From weaning to slaughter at 13 weeks old, growing
rabbits should have access to at least 0.5 sq. ft of floor
space. Provide the breeding rabbits with 2.5-3.25 sq. ft
of floor space each. Cage size is dependent on the
physiological state of the rabbit. The following can be
used as a guide:

Category Floor Space (sq. ft)
Breeding does 3.25
Breeding bucks 2.50
Replacements 3.00
Fatteners 0.50

(i.e. from weaning to 13 weeks)

Recent developments in rabbit husbandry techniques
specify that cage design should be breed dependent and
should allow the animals to stretch full length diagonally
as well as along the width of the cage. It is thought to
provide a more natural environment that caters for the
welfare of the animal.

Cage sides should be made of 16 gauge galvanised
wire mesh, while cage bottoms should be of 14 gauge
and can be assembled with the use of a few simple tools
such as a “J-clip pliers” and strips of aluminium sheets.
The initial extra expense in acquiring the higher gauge
wire mesh for cage bottoms will be offset by fewer
repairs and replacements. The wire mesh used for the
bottom must also be of a smaller size (0.5 inch x 1.0
inch) compared to the cage sides and top (0.75 inch x
0.75 inch). This should reduce the incidence of sore
hocks in your rabbitry.

When using bamboo strips, they should not be placed
more than 0.75 inches apart on the floor of the cage.
This is to prevent kits from falling through the floor
while allowing faecal material to pass. Forage racks
should be placed on the exterior of the cage to facilitate
easier feeding. This avoids contamination of forage and
reduces labour time. Hinged cage tops can be used as
doors. Cages that are placed on cage stands not shorter
than 1.5 ft can reduce the risk of back injury to workers.
Cage stands should not rest directly on the floor but
should be placed on a non-corrosive platform. Some
farmers have used concrete blocks for this purpose. The
legs of the stand rest on the blocks and this reduces




contact with the floor. The floor should be graded to
prevent the settling of water and rabbit urine and thus help
with good sanitation. Thorough priming and painting of
cage stands should be carried out, as this will further
reduce corrosion.

Another method that can be used is to suspend the cages
from the roof of a building using galvanised wires. This
will eliminate the need for cage stands altogether, while
allowing easier access to the floor area for sanitation
purposes. Whatever method is used, the floors should be
cleaned regularly to prevent the build-up of urine and
ammonia. The environment in the rabbit house should be
such that neither human nor animal health is
compromised.

Nest boxes

Nest boxes must be placed in the breeding doe cage on or
before the 28th day of pregnancy so that the rabbit has
sufficient time for the preparation of her nest for the
newborn litter. Around this time, the doe may be seen
pulling fur from her body. This is also a signal that the
nest box should be placed in the cage as soon as possible.
Some farmers adapt an old oil keg for use as a nest box.
This is done by cutting out an entrance for the doe and
perforating the bottom of the keg. The perforations
facilitate draining and aeration.

Recycled oil keg used as a nest box.

An 8 inch square entrance can be cut out on one of the
longitudinal sides using a sharp knife. The larger the doe,
the larger the entrance should be. The cut should start at
least 3.5 inches from the base to prevent curious kits from
leaving the nest box too soon.

Nest boxes can also be made with materials such as
plywood (0.5 inch thick). Baskets have also been used by
some farmers as nest boxes. Make the nest box large
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Kits in recycled oil keg serving as a nest box

enough to avoid overcrowding but small enough for the
body heat of the kits to keep them warm. Suitable
dimensions are 12 inches wide x 16 inches long x 10
inches height. Larger breeds may require a nest box of
dimensions 15 inches x 24 inches x 12 inches. Be sure to
perforate the base and, if possible, make the floor
removable to facilitate cleaning. Preferably nest boxes
should be uncovered to reduce damp conditions that could
increase mortality among kits.

Bedding

Some rabbits pull enough fur from their bodies to keep
the young warm enough during the first few days after
birth. However, others need a little assistance. Wood
shavings (not too fine and not cedar), dried grass such as
Khus-Khus or Sour grass are good bedding material.
Ensure bedding offered is dried properly to prevent fungal
growth that can be harmful to kits as well as the doe.

Waterers and feeders

An automatic watering system is easy to install. Nipples
can be purchased from your local rabbit association or
input supply store. PVC pipes can be used as a medium
for delivery of water from the tank to the nipples. A
suitably elevated tank allows gravity feeding of the water
to the nipples.

A simple watering device can be made from old
containers, which can be filled with water and placed in
the cage. If this device is chosen, it is recommended that
the container be tied to the wire sides of the cage to avoid
being overturned by the rabbit. Whatever device used,
waterers must be always clean and water must be

available to the rabbits at all times.

Feeders can also be made from local materials. An
automatic feeder can be made from galvanised sheets. A
forage rack must be provided for each cage, preferably on
the exterior of the cage. Do not use plastic containers for
feeders or waterers, as rabbits tend to gnaw on the edges.

Nipple and elbow components of an automatic watering device




