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CHARACTERISTICS:

(a) Growth Form: Mexican Maao and Siratro (Macroptilium atropurpureum) are deep and swollen-
rooted, climbing and scrambling legumes rather like a large “Winer” ( Teramnus labialis). Overground
stems can root down at the nodes to enable them to spread and cover. Twining stems cimb up neigh-

bouring grasses. Attractive purple flowers are produced profusely by some types and many seed pods
result,

(b) Agronomic: “Mexican Macro” has proved to be one of the most productive kegumes during
the Antigua dry season and remains green during the most severe drought. It produceslarge amounts
of nitrogen and therefore improves soil fertility. The herbage contains 15 - 20% Cnude Protein, is
quite highly digestible and is well accepted by ruminant livestock.

“Mexican Macro™ is probably easer to establish than any other forage lesume. Pastures can
even be successfully established if seed is broadcast on to a rough, poorly prepared seedbed, provided
weather conditions favour germination and seedling growth. Seedling vigour is quite high

USES:

“Mexican Macro™ can be utilized for livestock feeding in two main ways:

(a) In grass/legume pasture mixtures for grazing, silage and hay or zero grazing (that &, cut and fed
as green forage). It can be grown successfully with many different grasses including Guinea, Hay.
Star, Bermuda, Sabi, Rhodes and Buffel,

(b) as a special purpose pure legume stand for high quality; high protein for grazing, hay, or for zero
grazing.

LIMITATIONS:

In the wet season it is also highly productive but insect and disease damage can considerably
reduce forage available. The number of plants can be reduced quite markedly if continuous hard
grazing is practised. Ieally, it should be grazed or cut leniently.

Given an opportunity to produce ripe seed, “Mexican Macro™ can produce a new cop of
self-sown seedlings to replenish the stand.

SEED FOR PASTURE DEVELOPMENT:

Mexican Macro Y61, collected in the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico, has been selected by the
Forage Legume Project for seed multiplication. Seed for pasture development is now available from
CARDI.

Siratro is an Australian variety which is available from several commercil firms. It is suitable for
pasture improvement, but the seed is expensive, because most of it is imported.

Produced by: CARDI Forage Legume Project. Antieua, with funds granted by the European Development Fund
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MAEXICAN MACROM - FOR HIGH QUALITY DRY SEASON FORAGE!
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Table 9. Production of Inaredients processed locally and ingredients of local
origin that can assist in maintaining a local Livestock Feed Industry.

Product 1976 1977 1577 1573 1980 1991 1962

ingredient of
Imported drigin
Processed Locally

wheat Middiings etc. 16,900 1¢,000 M.A. n.A. 12,311 21,593 18,870
Soyabean Maal (SBi) - - - §7,28h  k7,1%7  hb,583 49,245
Fish fteal & = - - - - 300
Brewary by-Products =
(driad) 574 £3% NLAL M.A. u.A. (Being distributed
wet)
Local In Jrigin
Citrus Pulp h,000 1.4, 2,700 2,700 2,800 2,23 2,078
Coffec Fulp M.A. H.A. ML, MLA. M.A. NoA, 100,000
boxes
Spent Coffee Grounds L " i " E b Moh.
Ricebran and
Polishing gon b i E b + i
Cocoa Pod 500 - H i M.A. M.A. H.A.
Coconut “eal 2,411 it b 1,000% 752% wnn® 543*
Brewers Yeast 23 22 il A H.A. H.A. M.AL H.A.
Fermentor Settlings H.A. § H.A. b 2 i ) 1
Holasses 117,58 114, L70 132,600 102,917 104,857 9n, k97 aa,138
Poultry 0ffal Meal 5 2384.5 2576.5 2605.8 2561  2635.7 2897.2
Cassav~ Troduced = - = 31521 25567 24118 M.A.
Cassava Processing
by=products 5 5 . - M 1h3 238
Banana Rejectis H.A. H.A, H.A. H.A. i.A. M.A. HUA
Pineancle woate 300 H.A. LR N.A. H.A. H.A. M. A

Caneral Abzttolr
waste = =

*g~tten by taking L5% of copra production for that year

H.A. = not avallable




