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Regional stakeholders trained in producing sweet

potato planting material

Twenty one participants from eight countries
have been trained in the “Production and
management of disease free sweet potato
planting material’ by the Faculty of Food and
Agriculture, University of the West Indies, St
Augustine and Ministry of Agriculture, Rural
Transformation, Forestry & Fisheries. The
training, organised by the Caribbean Agricultural
Research and Development Institute (CARDI)
took place from 17 to 19 June, 2024 in St Vincent
and the Grenadines. It was was an activity
under the Regional Sweet Potato Value Chain
Enhancement and Technology Transfer project
financed by the Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB).

The workshop introduced participants to the
required skills and knowledge for producing
clean planting material for sweet potato through
vegetative propagation and micropropagation.
Participants included technical staff from the
Ministries of Agriculture and Tissue Culture
Labs, researchers and farmers from Antigua
and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Cayman
Islands, Guyana, Grenada, St Vincent and the
Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago. Through
theoretical and practical sessions, participants
were exposed to diseases of sweet potato and
diagnostics of viruses, production of plantlets in
tissue culture/micropropagation facilities and
best management practices for the production
of disease free planting material under nursery
conditions.

Mr. Reginald Andall, the Project Coordinator
praised the leadership of St Vincent and the
Grenadines in the production and export of
sweet potato in the OECS and commended their
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world class tissue culture programme, noting
that it holds the key to developing the industry in
the Caribbean.

The Value Chain analysis conducted by Jamaican
based firm AZ Information Jamaica Ltd under
the project highlighted that sweet potato plays
an important role in the small farmer food
system, rural income generation, food security
for households and provision of employment.
However, the study also found that there exist
a huge gap between potential and actual yields
of sweet potato in the Caribbean by as much
as 55% in some countries. The unavailability
of desirable, good quality planting material,
low access to credit, no access to irrigation
technology, mechanization and pest and diseases
were identified as some of the challenges that
continue to hamper production.

Principal trainer, Dr. Oral Daley from UWI
St Augustine, emphasised the need for all
stakeholders to meaningfully work together so
that the Region can achieve sustainability, food
resilience and food security.

Speaking at the Closing Ceremony of the
workshop, Minister of the Agriculture, the
Honourable Saboto S. Caesar extended
his gratitude to all partners for executing
a successful workshop and noted that the
Ministry will continue to partner with agencies,
as the Agriculture sector in St Vincent and
the Grenadines and by extension the wider
Caribbean continues to reap tangible benefits.

At the end of the training a Certificate of
Participation was distributed to each trainee.

Regional Sweet Potato Value Chain
Enhancement and technology transfer
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Farmers successfully complete White Potato

Farmers Field School

On 29th May, 2024, 18 farmers from the Eastern
Agricultural District successfully graduated from
the White Potato Production (Crop Management
and Husbandry) Farmers Field School in
Dominica. The Field School was conducted by
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Blue and
Green Economy (MoAFBGE) and the Caribbean
Agricultural Research and Development Institute
(CARDI) under the Sustainable Agriculture in the
Caribbean (SAC) project implemented by the
World University of Canada (WUSC).

The Field School which ran from January -
April 2024 was designed to introduce white
potato production to farmers in the Eastern
Agricultural District - an area where the crop
has never been grown. The programme offered
both theoretical and practical training to farmers
and also provided practical tools and specialized
equipment and safety gear to promote effective
health and safety practices on farms.

The World University Service of Canada
reported that farmers’ efforts have resulted in
an impressive harvesting of 97.5 lbs of Spunta
potatoes and 365 lbs of Desiree potatoes.

Speaking at the Graduation Ceremony held at
the Youth Skills Center in Castle Bruce, Minister
of Agriculture, The Honourable Roland Royer
said that the “Farmers Field School approach
is recognised as the best method to create
an environment conducive to learning for
knowledge transfer and application of new
technologies and innovation” Minister Royer
also commended the females that participated
in the programme, noting that they formed the
majority of trainees.

Senator Austelle Lockhart remarked that
“diversifying into white potato production
ensures a more stable and secure food supply to
the island”

The White Potato program is a major initiative
of the Government of Dominica which aims to
reduce the islands food import bill and increase

the sector’s contribution to GDP. The Government
of Dominica has set a target for the island’s
agriculture sector to contribute $700,000,000
to its GDP by 2030.

CARDI Representative in Dominica, Dorian
Etienne noted that in addition to the training, the
institute has been conducting crop performance
evaluations with regards to varieties, agro-
ecological zones and management practices.
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FAO and Canada launch CAS10 million regional

project

Farmers and entrepreneurs across eight Caribbean
countries stand to benefit from the new CA$10 million
Regional Gender-Responsive Climate-Smart Agriculture
and Food Systems in the Caribbean project which officially
launched on June 3 at United Nations House in Barbados.
Funded by the Government of Canada, the four-year
project (2024-2028) will be implemented by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in
Belize, the Commonwealth of Dominica, Grenada, Guyana,
Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and
Suriname. A collaborative effort involving Canada, FAO, and
local government and civil society partners, the project will
enhance Caribbean farmers’ resilience to climate change
and contribute to economic growth in the region.

First announced by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau during
the Canada-CARICOM Summit in October 2023, the
regional project will contribute to improving the livelihoods
of women and youth in climate-resilient agriculture value
chains in the Caribbean. Through the Canada-funded
project, FAO will work closely with local Ministries of
Agriculture, farmer organizations, gender bureaus, research
institutions, and community-based agro-processing centers

to transform and upgrade these value chains ensuring that
they are market-driven using relevant data and facilitate
public-private sector partnerships. The project will also
increase the use of climate-smart technologies, innovations,
and practices by agricultural stakeholders to make more
data-driven decisions and advocate for the expansion of
more inclusive, gender-responsive climate-resilient value
chains.

Read More

St Kitts and Nevis monitoring outbreak of disease

in mango trees

The Plant Quarantine unit at the Department of Agriculture
has been closely monitoring the recent outbreak of a disease
affecting mango trees on the island.

We understand the significant impact this issue has on local
agriculture, and we are making every effort to identify the
cause and develop an effective treatment plan. Our team of
plant health experts has been working diligently to diagnose
the disease affecting the mango trees. Initial assessments
indicate that the symptoms are consistent with anthracnose,
a fungal disease that can severely impact mango fruit
production and quality. However the exact cause of the
disease is currently unknown, and experts are actively
investigating its origin, transmission, and potential control
measures.

Initial assessments suggest that the disease may be caused
by a combination of environmental factors, pathogens, and
possibly new strains of pests. Farmers are urged to remain
vigilant and report any suspected cases of the disease to their
local agricultural authorities for further investigation.

Upon confirming the disease, the Plant Quarantine unit will
implement a comprehensive treatment plan to address the
outbreak. This plan will involve a multi-pronged approach,
including:

Conducting extensive surveys to determine the extent of
the disease’s spread

Implementing targeted fungicide applications to control
the fungal pathogen

Providing guidance and support to local mango growers
on best management practices

Exploring long-term solutions, such as the introduction
of disease-resistant mango varieties.

Read More

Virtual Launch of the CARICOM/WFP 7th
Caribbean Food Security and Livelihoods Survey

The launch of the 7th Caribbean Food Security and
Livelihoods Survey marks a significant step forward in
our collective understanding of the region’s food security
challenges and reflects a deep commitment to addressing
the critical issues of food access, nutrition, and sustainable
agriculture.

The previous Caribbean Food Security and Livelihoods
Surveys have provided critical insights into the region’s
challenges. Key findings have highlighted the persistent
impact of price increases on purchasing power, the
socioeconomic repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic,
and the ongoing threat of natural hazards. These surveys
have been instrumental in capturing the lived experiences
of the people of the Caribbean, particularly in relation to
food access, market availability, and overall livelihoods.

A quick preview of the data to be presented today in the 7th
Food Security and Livelihoods Survey reveals that despite
a 17% improvement over the past year, food insecurity in
the Caribbean remains high, with 43% of the population
struggling to meet basic food needs. The situation is
exacerbated in the Small Island Developing States (SIDS),
where 96% of the respondent’s report rising food costs,

attributed to heavy reliance on imports, geographic
isolation, and small economies. Additionally, climate-
related threats and natural disasters continue to undermine
the region’s food security, with a significant portion of
the population affected. The results highlight the ongoing
challenges facing the region in achieving a sustainable and
resilient food system.

The 7th Caribbean Food Security and Livelihoods Survey
results provide a basis for the CARICOM 25 by 2025 initiative,
a visionary initiative aimed at reducing the region’s food
import bill by a quarter by the year 2025.

Read More

St Vincent taps hot pepper and dasheen as key

commodities

Building on the country’s ambitions to enhance food
production and commerce, governmental and private
sector stakeholders in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
have chosen two key crops for further growth in coming
years.

Dasheen, a staple crop in the country, was first identified
as a suitable commodity for development by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Rural Transformation,
Industry, and Labour as part of a two-year project funded by
the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations’
Technical Cooperation Programme. The project Promoting
Windward Islands Food Production and Trade Corridor
through National and Regional Value Chain Development,
which began in 2023, seeks for the selection of an additional
commodity having the best potential for balancing demand
and supply during the course of the project.

During a recent value chain selection workshop held
electronically, stakeholders from the public and private
sectors chose hot pepper as the second product from a list

of six crops with high potential and readiness for scaling
up. Sweet potato, plantain, hot pepper, coconut, mango,
and breadfruit were examined by stakeholders with the
assistance of FAO Trade Development Consultant Jai
Rampersad. Hot pepper was chosen as the crop with the
greatest export potential.

The stakeholders agreed on the importance of identifying
hot pepper types to be produced as well as filling some
of the market gaps that would be required to assure the
commodity’s viability.

Ensuring consistency in production of the selected variety
was also viewed as critical to the success of the chosen value
chain.

Representatives from the Eastern Caribbean Trading
Agriculture and Development Organisation (ECTAD), the
Caribbean Farmers Network (CaFAN), regional exporters
Vincy Fresh, and foreign exporters all made specific
interventions throughout the event.

Read More


https://www.fao.org/americas/news/news-detail/fao-and-canada-launch-ca-10-million-regional-project/en
https://www.stvincenttimes.com/st-vincent-hot-pepper-industry/
https://www.sknis.gov.kn/2024/05/29/department-of-agriculture-closely-monitoring-recent-outbreak-of-disease-affecting-mango-trees/#:~:text=Initial%20assessments%20indicate%20that%20the,transmission%2C%20and%20potential%20control%20measures
https://caricom.org/remarks-by-ambassador-david-prendergast-director-sectoral-programmes-caricom-secretariat-at-the-virtual-launch-of-the-caricom-wfp-7th-caribbean-food-security-and-livelihoods-survey/

Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS)

launched at SIDS4

The Fourth United Nations Conference on Small
Islands Developing States (SIDS4) was hosted in St
John's Antigua and Barbuda from the 27 - 30 May
2024. Approximately 3,000 persons attended
the Conference including Heads of States, high
level Government officials, civil society, the
private sector, academia and other interested
stakeholders.

The issues impacting sustainable development
and resilience building in SIDS are well
publicised. According to the United Nations more
the 40% of SIDS are now on the edge, or already
grappling with vulnerable levels of debt with
resources diverted from investments in health
and education to service unsustainable debt. The
UN also notes that SIDS are on the frontlines of
the global climate crisis, despite contributing
just 1% of the global carbon dioxide emissions.
International pledges to help SIDS only have
access to USD 1.5 billion out of the USD 100
billion in climate finance pledged to developing
countries in 2019.

The major outcome of the SIDS Conference, is
the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS)
- a Declaration for Renewed Prosperity which
sets out the sustainable development aspirations
of SIDS over the next 10 years and the support
required from the international community to

achieve them. UN Under-Secretary-General
for Economic and Social Affairs and Secretary-
General of the SIDS4 Conference Li Junhua said
“The Agenda has the potential to transform the
economies of SIDS and put them on a clear
path towards sustainable development. Now
the real work begins. We are committed to
working alongside SIDS to implement the ABAS
comprehensively, and with no time to waste.” In
the document, attention is focused on access
to affordable climate financing, ocean based
economies, science, technology and innovation,
monitoring and evaluation and improving data
collection and analysis.

Some of the strategies proposed to build
resilience and promote food security are:
promoting sustainable agricultural practices,
deploying agricultural technologies that are
resilient to the adverse impacts of climate change;
promoting the sustainable use of biodiversity,
local value addition, efficient use of water
resources and reducing food loss and waste.

Some of the commitments coming out of SIDS 4:

Antigua and Barbuda launched a Center of Excellence
for SIDS and a Debt Sustainability Support Service.

Belize announced that it is the first Caribbean country
to ratify the Conservation and Sustainable Use of
Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National
Jurisdiction BBNJ Agreement for the protection of
biodiversity.

Barbados announced the launch of a UN Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO)- Barbados Global
SIDS Hub for Sustainable Development.

SaudiArabiathrough the Saudi Fund for Development
(SFD) is expanding its scope to include Caribbean
SIDS with 63 projects — worth $1.63 billion — in
infrastructure, energy, and other major sectors.

The preliminary list of commitments can be read here.

Farewell to a longstanding CARDI staff member in

Belize

After 35 years of stellar service, Martin Lindo
says farewell to CARDI. Martin joined the Institute
in 1988 as a fresh graduate from the Central
Agricultural College in Belize. His work with
CARDI from then, has taken him across the length
and breadth of Belize and across the Region.

He was deeply involved with CARDI's work in
the development of legume crops: soybean,
peanut, mung bean, pigeon peas and chickpeas.
He oversaw land preparation, field design, layout
of experimental/evaluation plots, data collection
and organisation for analysis.

His work with grains and cereals were further
developed when he began working under the
tutelage of former CARDI Scientists, Mr Neville
Mc Andrew (Agronomist) and Mr Anil Sinha
(Agronomist and former CARDI Representative).
He credits both men for improving his research
skills and broadening his knowledge and
experience generally in agriculture research and
specifically in seed production technology. It was
under their stewardship that CARDI's seed and
grain production programme was placed on the
map. Dueto hisworkinthisarea, Martin eventually
furthered his training in Seed Technology at the
University of the West Indies.

Among his many achievements were the
pioneering work he was involved in to

introduce rice production in Blue Creek and the
development of corn, soybean, peanut and cow
pea value chains in Spanish Lookout.

More recently he would have been involved in
the implementation of projects geared towards
the: Development of the Coconut industry, the
Development of Arundo donax for biomass,
Evaluation of biofortified beans and the
Development of Belize’s sweet potato industry.

We at CARDI wish to thank him for his
tremendous and impactful work in Belize and
commitment to the Institute. As he moves on, we
wish him all the best and continued success in
his personal and professional endeavours.
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https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2024-05/Preliminary%20list%20of%20SIDS4%20commitments%2030May_rev.pdf?_gl=1*mm0f2y*_ga*MTkyMjgwNTk2OS4xNzA4MzQ3MjMx*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTcyMjYyMDU5Ni42LjEuMTcyMjYyMTM4NS4wLjAuMA
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CARDI participated in the Mini Agri Expo hosted by The Bahamas Ministry of Agriculture

and Marine Resources during the break of Minister of Agriculture, Jomo Campbell's budget
contribution.

CARDI Representative, Dr. Shelley Bridgewater (C) was delighted to welcome Minister
Campbell (L) and his cabinet colleagues, including the Honourable Prime Minister, Philip
Davis (R) to the Institute’s booth.

JB¥ VEGETABLE VARIETY
&  TRIALPLOT

Belize, St Vincent and the Grenadines

CARDI Belize conducted lab analyses for 9 lines of tomatoes produced by the CARDI St Vincent and the Grenadines hosted a Field Day for the “Heat Tolerant
World Vegetable Center for internal and external colour, brix content and shelf trials for Vegetables.”
life among other factors.

The trial is a multilateral collaboration among CARDI, the Taiwan Technical
The Institute is assessing the adaptation of these varieties to local conditions, Mission, World Vegetable Center and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
tolerance to pests and diseases and consumer preference. Fisheries, Rural Transformation, Industry and Labour.

WS A Indonesia
Capacity Building Training

on Diversification of Coconut Produc: " CARDI staff members Chadeene Beckles and Mitchroy Thom participated
, in the “Capacity Building Training on Diversification of Coconut Product

Processing in the Caribbean Region” in Indonesia from 21 May to 4 June
2024. The training was sponsored by the Indonesian Government.



https://www.youtube.com/@CARDIcaribbean

